
/

SDUHSD Watchdog <sduhsdwatchdog@gmail.com>

Re: No Graduation, No Grades But Raises Abound
1 message

Fri, Apr 24, 2020 at 8:38 AMMelisse Mossy
To: sduhsdwatchdog@gmail.com

Dear SDUHSD Watchdog,

Thank you very much for taking the time to keep our district accountable. Our superintendent, Dr. Haley, has explained to us he is doing his best to implement the best policy for the most students, and there is no perfect option. He said he is still continuing to
monitor the situation and in our recorded board meeting on Tuesday, I asked for data on the following:

PROS & CONS:
I asked our superintendent to provide a list of credit/ grading options and the pros and cons of each. I asked especially about the hold harmless grading system where a student's grade begins with what they earned prior to the closure of campus, and their grade
can only go up from there (with required attendance). San Diego Unified Implemented this policy starting today. 

COLLEGE DATA:
I also asked we contact the top 100 colleges and universities our students typically attend, and make a spreadsheet giving us direct knowledge of how they plan to evaluate student transcripts during this time. In addition to UC CSU it is imperative know  what they
would like to see on a transcript regarding credit/ no credit or letter grades. We should also ask them if they have lowered their standards for merit based scholarships and how Covid 19 will affect students who are receiving credit/ no credit VS. Grades when
determining scholarship eligibility.  We could also encourage families to individually reach out to potential colleges where their students might apply and ask for reassurance and information. 

AP CREDIT:
I asked if there is a way to allow students to earn weighted points for taking AP classes. 

TRANSCRIPT LETTER:
I asked if we could provide a letter of explanation on transcripts to ensure students are not at a disadvantage. 

STUDENT INPUT:
I asked for a survey to be completed by all students indicating
1) If they are able to learn at home
2)The grading policy they believe is most fair given the situation.

TEACHER INPUT:
We could give the same survey to the teachers:
1) If they are able to teach from home
2)The grading policy they believe is most fair given the situation.

MORE COMMUNICATION:
A weekly video from the superintendent explaining what we are doing, why we are doing it, and why it’s the best decision we have available for kids. I believe our families and our board and staff DO want what is best for kids, all kids. We need to make sure our
community is educated on what we are doing and why and we also need to allow for their vital feedback. 

MAKE SURE SENIORS ARE CELEBRATED

VIRTUAL PROM

BOARD VOTE:
I believe our board must meet again next week and vote on a grading system. I do not believe we need facts and accurate unbiased data in order to do this. I believe we need to communicate with our families better. I believe principals should also have weekly
video emails sent to families. I believe we need humans answering the phones at the district office and school sites so parents and students can get the help they need as fast as possible. 

I am one person, basically a volunteer, who is trying to do my best to advocate for children. Our board is compromised of 5 members and if you believe we need more data and we need to have a vote please join me in sharing this with the district staff and
additional board members. Because of the Brown Act we are not allowed to discuss this as a board unless we have an official meeting. I believe we should schedule one for next week. 

Thank you for Caring,
Melisse Mossy

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HERE ARE THE CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY GUIDELINES:

April 1, 2020

Joint statement from the California State Board of Education, California Department of Education, California State University, University of California, California Community Colleges and the Association of
Independent California Colleges and Universities:

California’s K-12 and higher education communities are committed to helping high school and community college students overcome university admissions and placement challenges presented by the suspension
of in-person instruction.

The State Board of Education (SBE), California Department of Education (CDE), California State University (CSU), University of California (UC), California Community Colleges, and independent nonprofit colleges
and universities have been working together to understand and address the heightened concerns of students and families and the difficult conditions of this time.

As described in guidance from each of the sectors, the State Board and CDE have identified means to support:

• A range of distance learning
• Strategies for flexibility in grading
• Guidance for adjustments of local graduation requirements

The higher education community has offered assurances regarding:

Re-evaluation of the financial needs, as well as the eligibility for federal

and college financial aid, for families whose circumstances have changed;

Acceptance of Credit/No Credit grades in lieu of letter grades for A-G high

school courses completed in winter/spring/summer 2020;

Flexibilities associated with the receipt of official transcripts and

confirmation of admissions offers, including deferments of deposits or

fees, where needed;

Flexibility and support for students currently enrolled in dual enrollment

course offerings;

For community college students seeking to transfer to a four-year

university: Acceptance of Credit/No Credit in lieu of letter grades in “Golden Four” and General Education/prerequisite courses completed at a community college in winter/spring/summer 2020.

These are represented in guidance from each of the sectors, available https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/coronavirus.asp. We also encourage interested parties to contact university admissions offices with specific
questions.

As educators, we understand the anxieties triggered by the many uncertainties students now face and trust these accommodations provide a measure of relief. We look forward to the days far past this pandemic
when we can welcome back our students and greet new ones with a handshake or a hug. 

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES GIVEN TO US FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:  PLEASE READ
Guiding Documents & Resources

Crescendo Education Group Grading Recommendation during COVID-19
Joint statement from the California State Board of Education, California Department of Education, California State University, University of California, California Community Colleges and the Association of Independent 
California Colleges and Universities: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/jointk12highereducation
University of California (UC) The University of California’s Response to COVID-19: Admissions and Financial Aid

UC Admissions FAQ

California State University (CSU)  COVID-19 Interim Impacts on CSU Undergraduate Admissions Policies and Practices
Community College letter  California Community Colleges Guidance Letter
Association of Independent California Colleges and Universities (AICCU) AICCU Institution Activities to Serve High School Juniors and Seniors; Harvard & Stanford adjusted admissions policies
NCAA guidance on COVID-19
Challenge Success
Harvard University
Stanford University 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/coronavirus.asp
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f1O0xAej3tP0B2LX8_v2MwE7kJnOErSG/view
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/jointk12highereducation.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/ucadmissionscovid19.pdf
https://ucop.app.box.com/s/bj1hhkd8mm8p5ks9sjcttsp00zthb8if/file/654463994825
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/csuadmissioncovid19impact.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/cccguidanceletter.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/aiccuhsjuniorsseniors.pdf
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2020/3/21/harvard-coronavirus-applications-admissions-guidance/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=85201040&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--F2F3pXJX9-cQLzWulJ7pXBFDDOmUD_3n6XFWtXpe5ijkMPRrZoH3-9rVjJHtelbreVH8fhwNvMLiuWmPBpiDjvObkSKpBVgFIJSgWDhZxkFuQF7k&_hsmi=85201040
https://admission.stanford.edu/
http://www.ncaa.org/sport-science-institute/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.challengesuccess.org/blog/guidance-on-grading-crediting-policies-during-covid-19/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/03/harvard-college-adopts-temporary-grading-policy-for-spring-term/
https://news.stanford.edu/2020/03/26/faculty-senate-meets-virtually/
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The University of California’s Response to COVID-19: Admissions and Financial Aid
The following systemwide measures are being taken to address the educational disruption of students affected by the COVID-19 crisis (as of April 1, 2020)

FALL 2020 FRESHMAN ADMITTED STUDENTS

UC will temporarily suspend the letter grade requirement for A-G courses completed in winter/spring/summer 2020 for all students, including UC’s most recently admitted freshmen.

Freshman decisions have been released at all campuses: admissions offers have gone out to students. The deadline to accept the offer of admission is May 1; campuses plan to provide maximum flexibility to students who request extensions and
deferment of deposits. Individual campuses may consider extending a campus’ deadline beyond the systemwide date and will communicate this information directly with admitted students.

UC requests submission of final transcripts by July 1. If schools are unable or unsure about their ability to issue transcripts by this date, we request that they notify UC at AskUC@ucop.edu and include a date when transcripts are expected to be available.
No rescission of student admissions offers will result from students or schools missing official final transcript deadlines, and students will retain admission status through the first day of class until official documents are received by campuses.

The College Board recently announced changes to the AP exam content and format for spring 2020. UC recognizes the effort that students have already applied in these challenging courses and will continue to award UC credit consistent with previous
years for 2020 AP exams completed with scores of 3, 4, or 5.

FALL 2020/WINTER 2021 TRANSFER STUDENTS

UC will temporarily suspend the cap on the number of transferable units with Pass/No Pass grading applied toward the minimum 60 semester/90 quarter units required for junior standing.

The systemwide Academic Senate is making efforts to request departmental faculty and campus admissions offices to exercise flexibility with transfer students applying for admission for 2020-21 academic year.

The deadline for transfer students to accept offers of admission to fall 2020 is June 1. Campuses will provide maximum flexibility to students who request extensions and deferment of deposits.

04.01.20 ACADEMIC AFFAIRS UNIVERSITYOFCALIFORNIA.EDU 01

FINANCIAL AID

The University understands that families’ financial circumstances may have changed or may change in the coming months. UC campuses will work with families over the summer to review their eligibility for financial aid and, where allowable, to adjust
financial aid packages to reflect their new financial circumstances. Follow-up to students will be handled by email responses, or telephone calls or virtual meetings as needed.

FALL 2021 ADMISSIONS

The temporary suspension of the letter grade requirement in A-G courses completed in winter/spring/summer 2020 extends to all students currently enrolled in high school who may apply to UC for admission to fall 2021, 2022 or 2023. For admission
purposes, UC will continue to calculate a GPA using all A-G courses completed with letter grades in grades 10 and 11, including summer terms following grades 9, 10 and 11. Courses completed with Pass or Credit grades in winter/spring/summer 2020
will not be used in the GPA calculation but will meet A-G subject area requirements. No student will be penalized in the campus admission review processes for earning Pass grades in A-G coursework during the winter/spring/summer 2020 terms.

Additionally, the University recognizes the challenges that students are facing due to the COVID-19 pandemic and, in response, is suspending the standardized test requirement for students applying for fall 2021 freshman admission.

04.01.20 ACADEMIC AFFAIRS UNIVERSITYOFCALIFORNIA.EDU 02

On Apr 23, 2020, at 8:17 PM, Laura True <laura@truegroup.com> wrote:

mailto:AskUC@ucop.edu
http://universityofcalifornia.edu/
http://universityofcalifornia.edu/
mailto:laura@truegroup.com
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On Apr 19, 2020, at 7:31 AM, sduhsd-watchdog <sduhsdwatchdog@pb03.ascendbywix.com> wrote:

Can't See This Message? View in a browser

NO GRADUATION, NO GRADES
BUT RAISES ABOUND

Posted: April 18, 2020

mailto:sduhsdwatchdog@pb03.ascendbywix.com
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/80N6InkuZ/c?w=HQCJKXBD6Qevn2WStWUx0y2P3DyL_K-oNTy1cZJ2opg.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9zaG91dG91dC53aXguY29tL3NvLzgwTjZJbmt1Wj9jaWQ9MmMwZmM1ZTItY2E5Ny00N2MwLWFhZmUtNmZmNjkzOWRjMWU1IiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiMmMwZmM1ZTItY2E5Ny00N2MwLWFhZmUtNmZmNjkzOWRjMWU1In0
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On April 8th – an opinion piece ran in Voice of San Diego titled: Districts
Couldn’t Stop Raising Employee Pay – Now Kids Will Pay the Price
 
The opinion piece laid out some very interesting statistics for those in San

Diego County Education as a whole.  At Watchdog,  we were curious what it

looked like specifically for San Dieguito Union High School District.     
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